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I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 31, 1997.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Trinidad and Tobago-United
States Extradition Treaty
July 31, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Trinidad
and Tobago, signed at Port of Spain on
March 4, 1996.

In addition, I transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaty. As the
report explains, the Treaty will not require
implementing legislation.

The provisions in this Treaty follow gen-
erally the form and content of extradition
treaties recently concluded by the United
States.

This Treaty will, upon entry into force, en-
hance cooperation between the law enforce-
ment communities of both countries and
thereby make a significant contribution to
international law enforcement efforts. Upon
entry into force, it will supersede the Extra-
dition Treaty between the United States and
Great Britain signed at London on Decem-
ber 22, 1931, and made applicable to Trini-
dad and Tobago upon its entry into force on
June 24, 1935, and which the United States
and Trinidad and Tobago have continued to
apply following Trinidad and Tobago’s inde-
pendence. That treaty has become out-
moded, and the new Treaty will provide sig-
nificant improvements.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 31, 1997.

Memorandum on Refugee
Admissions Consultations
July 31, 1997

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: FY 1998 Refugee Admissions
Consultations

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (INA), you are
authorized to consult with the appropriate
committees of the Congress concerning refu-
gee admissions as follows:

1. The authorization of 78,000 refugee ad-
missions during FY 1998, which would be
allocated by specific region as follows: 7,000
for Africa; 14,000 for East Asia (including
Amerasians); 4,000 for Latin America and the
Caribbean; 4,000 for the Near East; 46,000
for the former Soviet Union and Eastern Eu-
rope; and 3,000 for the Unallocated Reserve.
The recommended level of funded admis-
sions is equal to the level assumed in the
FY 1998 budget request.

2. The authorization of an additional
10,000 refugee admission numbers to be
made available for the adjustment to perma-
nent resident status of persons who have
been granted asylum in the United States.

3. The designation, pursuant to section
101(a) 42(B) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, of persons in Cuba, Vietnam, and
the former Soviet Union who, if they other-
wise qualify for admission as refugees, may
be considered refugees under the INA even
though they are still within their country of
nationality or habitual residence.

William J. Clinton

Remarks on Balanced Budget
Legislation and an Exchange With
Reporters
August 1, 1997

The President. Good morning. Today
Congress will send to me for my signature
the first balanced budget in a generation.
This budget will help millions of families to
raise their children, educate them, and pro-
vide health care for them. It is an investment
in the hopes and dreams of the American
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middle class, and I look forward to signing
it.

This morning we have further evidence
that the strategy of balancing the budget
while investing in our people and selling
more American products around the world
has helped to produce sustained prosperity
for Americans. The new figures indicate 4.8
percent unemployment in July and 316,000
new jobs. Our economy is growing with the
lowest unemployment in 24 years.

This economic rebirth is due to many
things: first and foremost, the hard work and
productivity of American businesses and
American workers, the spirit of American en-
trepreneurs, the diligence of the Federal Re-
serve. But there is no doubt that the eco-
nomic strategy we put in place in 1993 cre-
ated the conditions for the extraordinary pri-
vate sector growth we have all witnessed.

The day I took office, the deficit was $290
billion; today, even before the budget agree-
ment, it had been reduced by 80 percent.
Four straight years of deficit cuts have begun
to put our fiscal house in order. The low in-
terest rates that have resulted have produced
the economic expansion as well as real bene-
fits for ordinary Americans: lower car pay-
ments, lower mortgage rates, lower credit
card rates. It also made possible—that 1993
agreement did—this budget agreement that
has spending cuts and tax cuts and very large
increases in investments in education and
health care.

This year we had a choice: whether to suc-
cumb to gridlock and undercut confidence
in our economy or continue our successful
strategy into the 21st century. I am pleased
that very large bipartisan majorities in both
chambers, including over 75 percent of the
Democrats on all the votes, have voted to
continue our economic approach and keep
our prosperity going. There are many reasons
why I believe it will strengthen America, but
let me just mention one of them as I close.

For years, as our economy has gathered
momentum, we’ve looked for ways to make
sure all Americans reap the rewards of that
prosperity. The tax cuts in this balanced
budget will directly and immediately improve
the standard of living of millions of middle
class families. For a typical middle class fam-
ily with two children, the child tax credit

alone amounts to a thousand-dollar raise in
take-home pay. The college tax cuts will help
families even more. And by encouraging
more Americans to get the education they
need, these education tax cuts will boost the
long-term earning potential of all Americans
who use them and, therefore, the long-term
strength and wealth of the American econ-
omy.

Let me make one other point. This bal-
anced budget will close a chapter in Amer-
ican history, years—decades, in fact—when
our people doubted whether Government
could work for them and questioned whether
our Nation could set and meet goals. Over
the past 4 years, through tough, persistent,
patient effort, we have made unparalleled
progress, rolling back the crime rate, reduc-
ing welfare rolls by historic numbers, and
now finishing the job of balancing the budg-
et. All Americans can be proud of what has
been accomplished.

But let me say, too, that we know there
are still challenges we have to meet to fully
prepare our people for the 21st century. We
must move ahead now to set national edu-
cation standards and test our children on
whether they’re meeting them; to make fur-
ther progress in the work of racial reconcili-
ation; to open more foreign markets to Amer-
ican products; to move on our environmental
problems; and finally, to address the very real
challenges of long-term entitlement reform.
I look forward to dealing with all these issues.

If we follow the path that has proven so
successful in this balanced budget process,
working to find common ground on common
challenges, then I have no doubt that we will
move forward together into the 21st century.

Thank you very much.

Terrorist Attack in Jerusalem and Arrests
in New York City

Q. Is there a connection between Hamas
and the New York arrests? Is there a connec-
tion there?

Q. Mr. President, there seems to be some
confusion about whether or not you think this
is a good time to send Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright on her first trip to the
Middle East. Could you tell us where that
possibility stands and the level of cooperation
between the Israelis and the Palestinian Au-
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thority? And if you could, what, if any, con-
nection to the Middle East—to the Jerusa-
lem bombing—occurred in New York yester-
day with this foiled bombing plot?

The President. Let me—Mr. Plante, [Bill
Plante, CBS News] asked that question, and
you asked that. Let me try to answer both
of them. I have to go meet with President
Aliyev of Azerbaijan, but I will try to answer
them both quickly.

First of all, when the period of mourning
is over, I will send Dennis Ross to the Middle
East, to meet with the leaders there, with
our latest ideas. I think it was appropriate
to delay that in view of the terrible loss of
life from the bombing. And then we will see
where we are. I have said all along that I
would send the Secretary of State to the Mid-
dle East at the appropriate time. But I want
Mr. Ross to go there to do the work I am
sending him to do to get the reaction of the
leaders, and then we’ll make a decision.

Secondly, with regard to the arrests in
New York yesterday, first of all I’d like to
commend the law enforcement officials, both
the New York City officials and the Federal
officials who were participating in it; and sec-
ondly say that I cannot comment and cannot
reach a final conclusion yet because I haven’t
received a report of the direct investigation
done, including the interrogation of the peo-
ple who were arrested.

But I will say that we have worked very
hard in this country to increase our capacity
to deal with terrorism. It is something we
take very seriously, and we will continue to
do that. We will work very hard. But I think
it’s important not to reach conclusions before
we have ironclad evidence to support them.
The main thing we need to do is to thank
the law enforcement officials for what they
did and to continue to heighten our vigilance
and our capacity to deal with such matters.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Heydar Aliyev of Azer-
baijan.

Joint Statement on Azerbaijan-
United States Relations
August 1, 1997

During their August 1, 1997 meeting in
Washington, Presidents Clinton and Aliyev
agreed on the importance of expanding the
partnership between the United States and
the Republic of Azerbaijan through strength-
ening bilateral cooperation in the political,
security, economic and commercial spheres.
President Clinton reaffirmed U.S. support
for the independence, sovereignty, territorial
integrity, and democratic development of
Azerbaijan, noting that close U.S.-Azerbaijan
relations are important in promoting regional
peace, stability and prosperity.

The two Presidents expressed strong sup-
port for an early and peaceful resolution to
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. President
Clinton made clear that the United States
is committed, together with Russia and
France, to work jointly through the OSCE
Minsk Group for a just and lasting peace to
this conflict. President Aliyev endorsed the
recent proposal of the Co-Chairs of the
OSCE Minsk Group as the basis for intensi-
fied negotiations to achieve a peace agree-
ment this year. The two Presidents agreed
that the settlement should be based on the
three OSCE Lisbon principles.

Both Presidents noted the positive con-
tribution made by U.S. humanitarian assist-
ance to Azerbaijan, particularly to refugees,
internally displaced persons (IDPs), and
other needy groups. They agreed that Sec-
tion 907 of the Freedom Support Act limits
potential cooperation between the United
States and Azerbaijan. President Clinton reit-
erated the Administration’s strong support
for repeal of Section 907.

Azerbaijan is at a critical juncture in its
development as a democratic and market-ori-
ented state. President Clinton praised Presi-
dent Aliyev’s success in strengthening Azer-
baijan as a state, implementing economic re-
form and spurring growth in recent years.
Azerbaijan’s deepening commitment to an
economic reform program, including recent
decisions to move forward with broader and
faster privatization in cooperation with the
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